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Kirk Windmueller. LTC Windmueller’s work 
ethic took him to the highest ranks of the mili-
tary, serving as Deputy Chief for Combat De-
velopments, G8, at U.S. Army Special Oper-
ations Command, and his current assignment 
as a Strategic Planner, J5, Joint Special Oper-
ations Command where he deployed in sup-
port of Operation Uprise Giant. 

LTC Windmueller received a Bachelors of 
Science in Biology from The Citadel and a 
Masters of Science in Defense Analysis from 
the Naval Postgraduate School. In addition, he 
trained at the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy 
Special Warfare Center and School, where he 
served as the Chief of Special Forces Doctrine 
in the Directorate of Training and Doctrine. 

Deployed on numerous operational assign-
ments around the globe and through some of 
our nation’s toughest times, LTC Windmueller 
stood ready to answer the call to serve our 
great nation. Some of his most notable en-
gagements took place during his assignment 
to 3rd Battalion, 10th Special Forces Group. 
During this assignment he served as the Com-
manding Officer of a Special Forces Oper-
ational Detachment-Alpha, with deployments 
to Kosovo and Iraq in support of Operations 
Joint Guardian and Iraqi Freedom, and com-
manded the Group Mountain Operations 
Training Detachment. Throughout these oper-
ations, he delivered on the promise to keep 
America safe and confront our enemies head 
on under the most difficult conditions. 

During these deployments, LTC 
Windmueller received numerous medals, in-
cluding the Bronze Star with 2 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, the Meritorious Service, Army Com-
mendation, Joint Service Achievement, Army 
Achievement, Armed Forces Expeditionary, 
Kosovo Campaign, Iraq Campaign, Afghani-
stan Campaign, Global War on Terrorism Ex-
peditionary, the Overseas Service Ribbon and 
the NATO Medal. These medals are a testi-
mony to his monumental success in safe- 
guarding America. 

While fighting our nation’s battles overseas, 
LTC Windmueller had a full family at home. 
His wife, Laura, and he have three wonderful 
children. This country cannot repay the debt 
we owe to LTC Windmueller and his family. 
The Windmuellers are true American heroes. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the career of Lieutenant Colonel 
Kirk Windmueller. 
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TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 

Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to two 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: Shannon O’Quinn from Texas Tech 
University; and Lauren Butia from The Ma-
deira School. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like Shannon and 
Lauren the future of our country is bright and 
its best days lie ahead. I wish them well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful, committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE NEW 
PLYMOUTH TOWN HALL 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the new Town Hall in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. 

On November 12th, America’s hometown 
will be celebrating its community with the 
opening of the new Plymouth Town Hall. This 
event will be marked by a walk from the old 
Town Hall to the new Town Hall with everyone 
who contributed to this new landmark. 

Construction on the new Town Hall began 
just two years ago, in the fall of 2015. I com-
mend the town leadership and the residents of 
Plymouth for their collaboration on this com-
munity project. This would not have been pos-
sible without the dedication of all of those who 
were involved, from the over 40 volunteers 
who helped generate support for the project 
over local coffee and tea events, to the resi-
dents who advocated for the project at Town 
Meeting, to the many involved in the construc-
tion and restoration efforts. The level of plan-
ning and outreach involved in this project 

serves as a powerful example of how local 
government working together with community 
members can be a tremendous success. 

This project involved the restoration of the 
historic 1820 Courthouse. The Community 
Preservation Committee worked with a histor-
ical restoration team and many volunteers to 
return this building to its original glory. The 
centuries-old judge’s bench in the courthouse 
is now set to be the new location for select-
men’s meetings. Among the many 1800s-era 
pieces incorporated into the newly renovated 
building is its American Eagle Weathervane, 
which traveled aboard the ferry to Nantucket 
to be restored. 

Located at 26 Court Street in the heart of 
downtown Plymouth, this Town Hall will be a 
centerpiece for the town, including during the 
400th anniversary of Plymouth just a few 
years away, in 2020. 

Mr Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
celebration of the new Plymouth Town Hall 
and the dedication of the entire Plymouth 
community. 
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RECOGNITION OF TOLIE BRODIE 
HARRISON—TRIBUTE TO HER 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor and recognize Tolie Brodie Harrison 
who is an outstanding citizen in Nash County, 
North Carolina. Mrs. Harrison affectionately 
known as ‘‘Ma Tolie’’ will be 100 years young 
on December 12, 2017. 

Born in 1917 during the height of World War 
I, Mrs. Harrison has devoted her entire life to-
ward improving the quality of life for her com-
munity. 

Mrs. Harrison and her husband, Frank Bar-
nabas Harrison, were blessed with ten won-
derful children. Education was important to the 
family. The Harrison’s were adamant that their 
children would receive a proper education and 
encouraged them to attend college. Mrs. Har-
rison was also a provider and motivator by 
working countless hours on farms and in to-
bacco factories to keep her children enrolled 
in school. At age 45, she was employed by 
Abott’s Pharmaceuticals; which ensured the 
necessary benefits to support her family. 

Mr. Speaker, many in the Nash County 
community can testify to the hospitality and 
encouragement of Ma Tolie. As a strong advo-
cate for education, she would welcome new 
teachers to her home until they could find a 
permanent residence. For the students; she 
fed them, housed them, and wisely counseled 
them. With her many years of selfless service, 
Mrs. Harrison has left an indelible impression 
on the lives she touched. Throughout her life 
she has received many awards, recognitions, 
and praises for her contributions. 

It is my high honor to offer these remarks in 
recognition of a great American who is an ex-
ample of the highest degree of service to hu-
manity. 
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IN MEMORY OF DR. JACQUELINE 

BOLDEN BECK 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an educator par excel-
lence, university administrator, trailblazer and 
community servant, Dr. Jacqueline Bolden 
Beck, who died on Tuesday, October 31, 
2017, at the age of 86. 

Dr. Beck was born and raised in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. After completing her high school 
education, she went on to Dullard University 
where she graduated as an honor student re-
ceiving a Bachelor of Science degree in Nurs-
ing in 1955. She continued her education at 
the Indiana University, where she received her 
Master of Science degree in Nursing in 1958. 
Later, Dr. Beck would complete her Ph.D. 
studies at the University of Florida earning a 
Doctorate of Education in Curriculum and In-
struction in 1976. 

Dr. Beck and her late husband, Dr. James 
Beck who she married in 1957, both joined the 
faculty at Florida A&M University (FAMU) in 
1958. She rose quickly through the faculty 
ranks, first as an instructor, then Assistant 
Professor, followed by Associate Professor 
and Acting Dean of the School of Nursing. 

In 1978, FAMU’s former president, Walter L. 
Smith, Ph.D., entrusted Beck with developing 
the proposal that led to the creation of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences in 1982. 
Beck served as the founding dean of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences until 2000. 

During her time as Dean, the School of Al-
lied Health Sciences received more than $13 
million in extramural funding from Federal, 
State, and local agencies. The school evolved 
from two divisions, the Division of Medical 
Records Administration and Physical Therapy 
to five divisions, offering bachelor’s degrees in 
cardiopulmonary science, healthcare manage-
ment, health information management, occu-
pational therapy and physical therapy and a 
master’s in physical therapy by 2000. Addition-
ally, the school’s programs were all accredited 
by their respective accrediting bodies and 
were sought after by students from across the 
country. 

Upon her retirement as Dean, Dr. Beck was 
appointed to the rank of Professor Emeritus. 
To commemorate her many contributions and 
dedication to the University, in 2007, the build-
ing that houses FAMU’s Allied Health 
Sciences programs (Lewis-Beck Building) was 
named in her honor along with the late nursing 
school dean Margaret Lewis, Ph.D. 

She served on numerous boards and com-
missions including the Pew Health Professions 
Commission, Board of Directors of ASAHP, 
Board Member of the National Society of Al-
lied Health, College of Health Deans Group, 
Board of the National Society of Allied Health 
Journal and as a member of the State-Wide 
Allied Health Articulation Task Force, ap-
pointed by the Florida Commissioner of Edu-
cation. 

Dr. Beck was the recipient of the Cultural 
Pluralism Award by the Association of School 
of Allied Health Professions and in 2005, she 
was awarded the Honorary Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters from the State University of New 
York, Down State. Dr. Beck was also very ac-

tive in the Tallahassee community where she 
served in many organizations and on the 
boards of numerous community service 
groups. 

Throughout the ensuing decades of her life 
and career, she fashioned a powerful place in 
higher education and influenced the thinking of 
generations of young people. Driven by an 
enormous heart and keen intellect, Dr. Beck 
worked her entire life to give the opportunity of 
education to young people who had the will to 
cease it. 

Mr. Speaker, with an unwavering dedication, 
strong values, and an avid pursuit of ‘‘leveling 
the playing field’’ in higher education, Dr. Beck 
made a tremendous impact in her community, 
the state of Florida, and the nation. We must 
honor her life and legacy by keeping hers a 
torch kept lit. 
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WAY TO GO EDINA TENNIS 
CHAMPS 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Edina Girls Tennis Team on win-
ning the Minnesota State Championship Title. 

The Hornets won the state finals with seven 
wins in seven contests. Sophomore Nicole 
Copeland and Senior Sophia Reddy both beat 
their opponents in two straight matches, 
clinching the victory for Edina in a decisive 
fashion. 

This was a big year for the Hornets. Edina 
has won the state championship in girls tennis 
in 20 out of the last 21 years, a tremendous 
feat by any standard. Many of the matches in 
this year’s tournament were decided by one 
point. They know what it’s like to play under 
pressure and still clinch a victory. 

Mr. Speaker, the Hornets’ victory is a tribute 
to their hard work throughout the season and 
their ability to play under pressure. And most 
importantly, I commend these student athletes, 
who have also excelled in the classroom and 
our community. 

Congratulations again to Coach Steve Paul-
sen and the Edina High School Girls Tennis 
Team. Their families, teachers, friends, neigh-
bors, and our entire community are very proud 
to call them state champs. 
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SERVICEMEMBER FAMILY BURIAL 
ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, currently, 
spouses and dependent children of active-duty 
servicemembers may be buried in a VA na-
tional cemetery if predeceased by the service-
member. However, if the spouse or dependent 
child passes away before the servicemember, 
current law does not explicitly authorize their 
burial. 

Since becoming aware of this gap in their 
burial authority, the National Cemetery Admin-
istration has been processing requests for bur-
ial of spouses and eligible dependent children 

of active duty servicemembers in a VA na-
tional cemetery on case-by-case basis, using 
a designation of discretionary authority. 

Today, I am introducing the Servicemember 
Family Burial Benefits Act to address the abil-
ity of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to 
bury an active-duty servicemember’s loved 
ones if they pass away before the service-
member. My legislation will allow active duty 
servicemembers to bury their spouse or eligi-
ble dependent child, if they choose, in a VA 
national cemetery and authorize VA to provide 
headstones and markers for spouses and eli-
gible dependent children. Finally, the language 
will allow state and tribal veterans cemeteries 
to provide this benefit in the same manner as 
VA national cemeteries. This legislation will 
allow active duty servicemembers the oppor-
tunity to choose to bury their loved one, lost 
while the servicemember is serving our nation, 
in a VA national cemetery. At their own time 
of need, servicemembers will have the option 
to be buried in a national cemetery with their 
loved ones. 
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CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
U.S. CAPITOL POLICE SERGEANT 
JOEL HOBBS 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the career of U.S. Capitol Police Ser-
geant Joel Hobbs, who is retiring in November 
after twenty-seven years with the force. 

Since 2014, Sergeant Hobbs has served in 
the Criminal Investigations Section. He was 
responsible for supervising investigations for 
criminal offenses occurring on Capitol 
Grounds, such as assaults, stolen property, 
thefts, and fraud, among other offenses. 

Prior to his promotion to Sergeant, Sergeant 
Hobbs served over 20 years on the Patrol Di-
vision. The Patrol Division is responsible for 
providing police services on a 24-hour basis, 
and security services designed to protect Con-
gress, its employees, visitors, and property 
under the jurisdiction of Congress. As a Patrol 
Division Officer, Hobbs became recognized as 
a subject matter expert in areas involving ar-
rest procedures, crime scene search, report 
writing, among other areas. 

Sergeant Hobbs has accumulated numerous 
awards and recognitions from USCP and the 
Congressional Community throughout his ca-
reer. As an officer and supervisor, Sergeant 
Hobbs has embraced every assignment given 
to him, and has had a positive impact every-
where he has been. 

The U.S. Capitol Police play an extraor-
dinarily important and often-overlooked role in 
the functioning of our nation’s democracy. 
Without the safe and secure space they pro-
vide, lawmakers would be unable to conduct 
the American people’s work and carry out our 
functions under the Constitution. All of us who 
serve in Congress hold the U.S. Capitol Police 
and its personnel in high esteem, and we are 
grateful for those who put on its uniform every 
day. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in thank-
ing Sergeant Joel Hobbs for his almost three 
decades of service to the U.S. Capitol Police, 
to the Congress of the United States, and to 
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